Professional fields directly related to Communication Sciences and Disorders fall into two
main categories: clinical positions and research. Clinical positions are available in both speech-
language pathology and audiology in a variety of settings including schools, clinics, hospitals, and
other locations. Speech-Language Pathologists work to improve communication; including speech,
language, voice, swallowing, and social communication skills. Audiologists prevent, identify,
diagnose, and treat hearing and balance disorders. Scientific research works to better understand
communication and supports clinical assessment and treatment related to the field (e.g., speech,
language, hearing, cognition, and swallowing).
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Audiology: must get a AuD degree and
pass the national examination. Must also
maintain a current license in audiology to
practice.

Speech-Language Pathologist: earn a
graduate degree in Speech Language
Pathology, complete a postdoc clinical
fellowship, pass a national exam, and
must maintain a license.
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